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11. 


upon his neighbors, who made it necessary for him to do so.” Bar 
Qappara said, “Even on the third day he should not do any act of 
labor.” 


1:8: The sharecroppers of the land [of the mourner], those who rent 
land for a fixed proportion of the crop and those who contract [to work 
for the mourner], do labor [during the memorial period since they work 
for themselves, not for him]. Those who do day labor for him, those 
who lead his camels and his barges do not work [since they are his 
employees]. 


1:9: In the case of two brothers, two partners, two butchers, two 
shopkeepers, to one of whom a misfortune happened — lo, these both 
must lock their shop. 


1:10: With regard to a mourner, so long as his deceased is lying 
[unburied] before him, he eats with a fellow. If he has no fellow, he 
eats in some other house. If he has no other house, he sets up a 
partition and eats. If he cannot set up a partition, he turns away and 
faces the wall and eats. In any event he does not recline and eat, nor 
does he eat to satiety, nor does he drink to satiety, nor does he eat meat 
or drink wine. They do not include him in a quorum for grace after 
meals. If he said a blessing, they do not say after him, “Amen.” And as 
to others who said a blessing, he does not say after them, “Amen.” 
Under what circumstances do these rules apply? In the case of an 
ordinary day. But on the Sabbath he reclines and eats, he eats to 
satiety, he drinks to satiety, he eats meat and drinks wine, they include 
him in a quorum for saying grace, and if he said a blessing, they 
answer, “Amen,” after him. If others said a blessing, he answers after 
them, “Amen.” Said R. Simeon b. Gamaliel, “Since you have 
permitted him to do all these things, why not declare him obligated to 
carry out all the other commandments of the Torah? “Matters affecting 
life of the moment have you permitted to him. As to matters affecting 
eternal life — is it not an argument a fortiori [that you should permit 
him]?” 


1:11: Lo, if one came home and found mourning in his house, if this is 
on the second and on the third days, he completes the week of 
mourning with the others. If it is on the fourth day [after the mourning 
week has begun for the others], he counts [days of mourning] for 
himself. R. Simeon says, “Even if it is on the fourth day, he completes 
[the week of mourning] with them.” 


